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Couple shares Rotarian experience with others
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Call it a Golden opportunity for Myles and Ann Golden. And Rotary International.

For more than 30 years, Rotarians Myles and Ann Golden have shared their home, their lives and
their culture with more than 30 foreign exchange students. This week, as the international
organization prepares for a year that will wear a "Rotary Shares," theme, the Goldens have an
ideal opportunity to share their message.

Myles Golden was inducted as the next District 7750 governor Tuesday, kicking off a project that will send the couple to 55 area
Rotary clubs and more than 3,000 Rotarians in the next 12 months.

It is a task for which Golden is ideally suited. In nearly 40 years of Rotary work and professional work, connecting people to
opportunities has provided Golden with his greatest rewards.

Evidence of those connections are abundant in the recreation room of Golden's home, where nearly
100 banners and other momentoes represent foreign students who have spent time with the Goldens.

As host families in the Rotary's Youth Exchange program, the couple has made a routine of helping others enjoy a glimpse of
American life -- and in some cases, helping exchange students attend college in the U.S.

The parade of foreign students began in 1975, a year before the Goldens came to Greenville, and continues today. Many of the
more than 30 students have attended college in the U.S.; even more remain friends today.

The Goldens have served as hosts for students from Argentina, Austria, Brazil, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, France, Russia and
Switzerland.

The program is a natural fit for Golden, who thrives on connecting with people.

"Myles is simply the best business networker of all time," says Rotary of Greenville member and former club president Terry
Weaver. "He really practices and believes in establishing and maintaining relationships with many people, and that those
relationships will pay off in ways you never imagined. And they do. Myles has taught these lessons to myself and thousands of
other people in his own "live by example" way."

Golden had no part in selecting the "Rotary Shares" theme for the 2007-08 year, which begins July 1. But he couldn't have picked
a more fitting one.

"Myles exemplifies that theme. For example, he's probably done more for our International Youth Exchange program than anyone
in South Carolina," says Weaver. "Sharing homes, sharing cultures, and sharing values among students from throughout the
world."

Golden will serve as governor of a district that includes about half the Rotary clubs in South Carolina and several in western North
Carolina. He plans to be on the road three days a week for the next six to seven months, speaking to all 55 clubs in the district.

"Myles connects people with opportunities," says longtime Rotary member Betty Parker Ellis, who calls Golden "the consummate
Rotarian."

Ann Golden, a longtime member of the Greenville Evening Rotary, is also dedicated to the Rotary mission. She's one of the
founders of a 3-year-old Reedy River Duck Derby, which raises funds for designated charities each May. Proceeds from the most
recent event went to A Child's Haven and Greenville Area Interfaith Hospitality Network (GAIHN).
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Over the years, Myles Golden has served as Rotary of Greenville president, as chairman of the youth exchange program and is a
Paul Harris Fellow. He's considered a major donor of the organization, and is a member of its Bequest Society.

Golden has also served as president of the United Way of Greenville and serves on the advisory board of the University Center.

He's an old hand at making efficient use of personal connections. As an early-1960s student at Georgia Southern University in
Statesboro, he helped his grandparents, Ansel and Ora Mae Hodges, turn an old-fashioned grocery store into a restaurant that
became a favorite of the college crowd.

Later in his college career, Golden worked as a night clerk at a motel on then-thriving Highway 301. That spurred a fascination
with sales and the art of business networking. After college and a tour of duty with the Air Force National Guard, Golden landed a
job in Atlanta with the Ivan Allen Co., an Atlanta-based distributor of office furniture and equipment.

Its founder, Ivan Allen Sr., encouraged membership in Rotary clubs -- which prompted Golden to join a club in Atlanta. He
remained active after a promotion took him to Huntsville, Ala., in 1968.

In 1976, Golden came to Greenville as president and CEO of Ivan Allen Company of Greenville. In 1999, the company merged
with Staples.

That gave Golden the chance to pursue what had evolved into his true calling -- human resources. He soon founded Golden
Strategies, an executive consulting and coaching firm established primarily to help provide career transitions.

"Even before I got into the business, I was always trying to keep up with the companies that were expanding, and matching them
with the people I thought might be available. It's always been a natural thing for me," says Golden.






