
Comprehensive Networking Resources for Job Seekers  
& Professional Development 

 
This is a curated list of platforms, tools, and organizations to help you build meaningful professional 
connections and advance your career. This list is provided as a courtesy by Golden Career Strategies and 
is not an endorsement for any of the information provided. This list was generated with the assistance of 
AI.  

 

GENERAL NETWORKING PLATFORMS 

Meetup.com 

URL: https://www.meetup.com 

Description: The largest platform for finding and building local communities based on shared 
interests and professional goals. 

How It Helps: 

• Search by location, industry, or interest (e.g., “marketing professionals,” “career 
changers,” “tech networking”) 

• Attend in-person and virtual events 

• Join groups for ongoing connection and support 

• Free to join; some events may have small fees 

• Great for exploring new industries or finding your professional tribe 

Best For: Industry-specific networking, skill development workshops, casual professional 
meetups, career changers 

 

Eventbrite 

URL: https://www.eventbrite.com 

Description: A comprehensive event discovery and ticketing platform featuring professional 
development events, conferences, workshops, and networking mixers. 

How It Helps: 

• Search for “networking events,” “career fairs,” “professional development” in your area 

• Filter by date, price (many free events), and format (in-person/virtual) 

• Discover industry conferences and seminars 

http://meetup.com/
https://www.meetup.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/


• Set up alerts for events matching your interests 

• RSVP and manage your event calendar 

Best For: Professional conferences, career fairs, industry-specific workshops, structured 
networking events 

 

LinkedIn Events 

URL: https://www.linkedin.com/events/ (accessible through your LinkedIn account) 

Description: LinkedIn’s built-in feature for discovering and hosting professional events, 
webinars, and networking opportunities. 

How It Helps: 

• Events recommended based on your profile and interests 

• See which connections are attending before you register 

• Virtual and in-person options 

• Easy networking with attendees through LinkedIn messaging 

• Often features industry leaders and companies you’re interested in 

• Completely free to access 

Best For: Virtual networking, industry webinars, company-hosted events, connecting with 
people in your target companies 

 

Luma 

URL: https://lu.ma 

Description: A modern event platform popular with tech companies, startups, and professional 
communities for hosting intimate, high-quality networking events. 

How It Helps: 

• Clean, user-friendly interface for discovering curated events 

• Strong presence in tech, startup, and creative industries 

• Calendar integration and easy RSVP 

https://www.linkedin.com/events/
https://lu.ma/


• Community-focused events (often smaller, more intimate gatherings) 

• Growing rapidly in major US cities 

Best For: Tech industry networking, startup ecosystem events, creative professional gatherings, 
intimate networking sessions 

 

Bevy 

URL: https://www.bevy.com 

Description: A virtual and in-person community events platform used by many major companies 
and professional organizations. 

How It Helps: 

• Hosts events for major tech companies and professional communities 

• Virtual and hybrid event options 

• Often features company-specific networking (Google Developer Groups, AWS 
communities, etc.) 

• Free community events 

Best For: Tech professionals, developer communities, company-sponsored networking events 

 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION DIRECTORIES 

American Society of Association Executives (ASAE) Gateway to Associations 

URL: https://www.asaecenter.org/resources/articles/an_plus/2016/september/your-
gateway-to-associations 

Description: A comprehensive directory to help you find professional associations in virtually 
any industry. 

How It Helps: 

• Search thousands of professional associations by industry or interest 

• Find both national and local chapters 

• Access to industry-specific networking opportunities 

https://www.bevy.com/
https://www.asaecenter.org/resources/articles/an_plus/2016/september/your-gateway-to-associations
https://www.asaecenter.org/resources/articles/an_plus/2016/september/your-gateway-to-associations


• Many associations offer student/unemployed discounted memberships 

 

INDUSTRY-SPECIFIC PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 

BUSINESS & MANAGEMENT 

American Management Association (AMA) 

• URL: https://www.amanet.org 

• Networking events, seminars, and professional development 

• Local chapters across the US 

Project Management Institute (PMI) 

• URL: https://www.pmi.org 

• Essential for project managers 

• Local chapter meetings and networking events 

• Job boards and mentorship programs 

National Association of Professional Women (NAPW) 

• URL: https://www.napw.com 

• Networking events and local chapters 

• Mentorship and professional development 

 

HUMAN RESOURCES 

Society for Human Resource Management (SHRM) 

• URL: https://www.shrm.org 

• The largest HR professional association 

• 575+ local chapters nationwide 

• Monthly networking meetings, conferences, and job boards 

HR Open Source (HROS) 

• URL: https://hropenstandards.org 

https://www.amanet.org/
https://www.pmi.org/
https://www.napw.com/
https://www.shrm.org/
https://hropenstandards.org/


• Tech-focused HR networking 

• Virtual and in-person events 

 

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS 

American Marketing Association (AMA) 

• URL: https://www.ama.org 

• 70+ professional chapters across the US 

• Networking events, webinars, and conferences 

• Student chapters for recent graduates 

Public Relations Society of America (PRSA) 

• URL: https://www.prsa.org 

• 110+ chapters nationwide 

• Monthly networking events and mentorship programs 

Content Marketing Institute 

• URL: https://contentmarketinginstitute.com 

• Virtual events and annual conference 

• Active online community 

 

TECHNOLOGY & IT 

Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) 

• URL: https://www.acm.org 

• Local chapters and special interest groups 

• Conferences and networking events 

IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers) 

• URL: https://www.ieee.org 

• Global network with US chapters 

https://www.ama.org/
https://www.prsa.org/
https://contentmarketinginstitute.com/
https://www.acm.org/
https://www.ieee.org/


• Technical conferences and networking 

Women in Technology International (WITI) 

• URL: https://www.witi.com 

• Networking events and mentorship 

• Focus on advancing women in tech 

National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE) 

• URL: https://www.nsbe.org 

• Professional development and networking 

• Annual conference and regional events 

 

FINANCE & ACCOUNTING 

American Institute of CPAs (AICPA) 

• URL: https://www.aicpa.org 

• State societies with local networking events 

• Professional development and conferences 

CFA Institute 

• URL: https://www.cfainstitute.org 

• Local societies for investment professionals 

• Networking events and career resources 

Financial Planning Association (FPA) 

• URL: https://www.financialplanningassociation.org 

• 80+ chapters nationwide 

• Monthly meetings and annual conference 

 

HEALTHCARE 

American Nurses Association (ANA) 

https://www.witi.com/
https://www.nsbe.org/
https://www.aicpa.org/
https://www.cfainstitute.org/
https://www.financialplanningassociation.org/


• URL: https://www.nursingworld.org 

• State associations with local events 

• Continuing education and networking 

Healthcare Information and Management Systems Society (HIMSS) 

• URL: https://www.himss.org 

• Healthcare IT professionals 

• Chapters, conferences, and networking events 

American College of Healthcare Executives (ACHE) 

• URL: https://www.ache.org 

• Healthcare leadership networking 

• Local chapters and annual congress 

 

SALES 

American Association of Inside Sales Professionals (AA-ISP) 

• URL: https://www.aa-isp.org 

• Local chapters and virtual events 

• Sales leadership networking 

National Association of Sales Professionals (NASP) 

• URL: https://www.nasp.com 

• Certification and networking opportunities 

• Virtual and in-person events 

 

NONPROFIT & SOCIAL IMPACT 

Nonprofit Leadership Alliance 

• URL: https://www.nonprofitleadershipalliance.org 

• Networking for nonprofit professionals 

https://www.nursingworld.org/
https://www.himss.org/
https://www.ache.org/
https://www.aa-isp.org/
https://www.nasp.com/
https://www.nonprofitleadershipalliance.org/


• Career development resources 

Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP) 

• URL: https://afpglobal.org 

• 200+ chapters worldwide (strong US presence) 

• Monthly networking and professional development 

 

COACHING & CONSULTING 

International Coach Federation (ICF) 

• URL: https://coachingfederation.org 

• Local chapters in major cities 

• Monthly meetings and annual conferences 

• Great for aspiring and established coaches 

Institute of Management Consultants USA (IMC USA) 

• URL: https://www.imcusa.org 

• Networking for consultants 

• Professional development and certification 

 

CREATIVE PROFESSIONALS 

American Institute of Graphic Arts (AIGA) 

• URL: https://www.aiga.org 

• 70+ chapters for designers 

• Portfolio reviews, networking events, and mentorship 

Graphic Artists Guild 

• URL: https://graphicartistsguild.org 

• Advocacy and networking for visual artists 

• Regional chapters and events 

https://afpglobal.org/
https://coachingfederation.org/
https://www.imcusa.org/
https://www.aiga.org/
https://graphicartistsguild.org/


  



American Writers & Artists Institute (AWAI) 

• URL: https://www.awai.com 

• Copywriting and content creation networking 

• Virtual events and annual conference 

 

REAL ESTATE 

National Association of Realtors (NAR) 

• URL: https://www.nar.realtor 

• State and local associations 

• Networking events and professional development 

 

LEGAL 

American Bar Association (ABA) 

• URL: https://www.americanbar.org 

• Practice area sections and local bar associations 

• Networking events and CLEs 

 

SPECIALIZED NETWORKING PLATFORMS 

Shapr 

URL: https://shapr.co 

Description: A professional networking app that uses a swipe-based interface (like dating apps) 
to connect professionals for coffee meetings and networking. 

How It Helps: 

• Algorithm matches you with relevant professionals 

• Focus on in-person coffee meetings 

• Available in major US cities 

https://www.awai.com/
https://www.nar.realtor/
https://www.americanbar.org/
https://shapr.co/


• Great for one-on-one networking 

Best For: One-on-one networking, building authentic relationships, professionals in major metro 
areas 

 

Bumble Bizz 

URL: https://bumble.com/bizz (within Bumble app) 

Description: The professional networking mode of the Bumble app, designed for making 
professional connections. 

How It Helps: 

• Swipe-based matching for professional connections 

• Women make the first move 

• Casual, approachable networking 

• Mobile-first platform 

Best For: Casual professional networking, younger professionals, women in business 

 

Fishbowl 

URL: https://www.fishbowlapp.com 

Description: An anonymous professional community app where verified professionals discuss 
workplace issues, career advice, and industry trends. 

How It Helps: 

• Industry-specific “bowls” (communities) 

• Anonymous discussions about salaries, companies, career moves 

• Direct messaging with other professionals 

• Job opportunities shared by community members 

Best For: Industry insights, company culture research, salary negotiations, candid career advice 

 

Lunch Club 

https://bumble.com/bizz
https://www.fishbowlapp.com/


URL: https://lunchclub.com 

Description: An AI-powered networking platform that sets up 1:1 video meetings between 
professionals with shared interests and goals. 

How It Helps: 

• AI matches you with relevant professionals weekly 

• Structured 45-minute video meetings 

• Focuses on quality over quantity 

• Great for intentional networking 

Best For: Busy professionals, intentional networking, cross-industry connections, remote 
workers 

 

Peanut (for working parents) 

URL: https://www.peanut-app.io 

Description: While primarily for mothers, Peanut has expanded to include professional 
networking for working parents. 

How It Helps: 

• Connect with other working parents 

• Balance career and family discussions 

• Local meetups and virtual events 

• Supportive community 

Best For: Working mothers, parents balancing career and family, work-life balance discussions 

 

ALUMNI & EDUCATIONAL NETWORKS 

LinkedIn Alumni Tool 

URL: https://www.linkedin.com/school/[your-school]/people/ (replace with your school) 

Description: Built into LinkedIn, allows you to connect with alumni from your educational 
institutions. 

https://lunchclub.com/
https://www.peanut-app.io/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/%5Byour-school%5D/people/


How It Helps: 

• Search alumni by company, location, or industry 

• See career paths of graduates 

• Reach out for informational interviews 

• Alumni are often willing to help fellow graduates 

 

Graduway 

URL: https://graduway.com 

Description: Many universities use Graduway to power their alumni networking platforms. 

How It Helps: 

• University-specific networking 

• Mentorship programs 

• Job boards 

• Alumni events 

Best For: Recent graduates, career changers seeking advice from alumni 

 

10,000 Coffees 

URL: https://www.10000coffees.com 

Description: A mentorship and networking platform used by many companies and universities. 

How It Helps: 

• Smart matching for coffee chats 

• Structured mentorship programs 

• Skills-based networking 

• Often free through employer or university 

Best For: Mentorship, skill development, internal company networking 

 

https://graduway.com/
https://www.10000coffees.com/


DIVERSITY & INCLUSION FOCUSED NETWORKS 

National Black MBA Association 

URL: https://nbmbaa.org 

• Professional development and networking for Black professionals 

• Annual conference and local chapter events 

National Society of Hispanic MBAs (NSHMBA) 

URL: https://www.nshmba.org 

• Career development and networking 

• Annual conference with major employers 

Ascend (Pan-Asian Leaders) 

URL: https://www.ascendleadership.org 

• Professional development for Pan-Asian business leaders 

• 60+ chapters across North America 

Out & Equal 

URL: https://outandequal.org 

• LGBTQ+ workplace equality and networking 

• Annual summit and local events 

Ellevate Network 

URL: https://www.ellevatenetwork.com 

• Professional network for women 

• 140+ chapters worldwide 

• Networking events and mentorship 

Lean In Circles 

URL: https://leanin.org/circles 

• Small peer groups for women 

• Professional development and support 

https://nbmbaa.org/
https://www.nshmba.org/
https://www.ascendleadership.org/
https://outandequal.org/
https://www.ellevatenetwork.com/
https://leanin.org/circles


• Free to start or join a circle 

Veterans in Business Network 

URL: Multiple regional organizations; search “Veterans Business Network [your city]” 

• Networking for military veterans transitioning to civilian careers 

• Mentorship and job placement support 

 

COWORKING & COMMUNITY SPACES 

WeWork On Demand 

URL: https://www.wework.com/solutions/on-demand 

Description: Access to WeWork coworking spaces and community events. 

How It Helps: 

• Networking events at locations 

• Community of entrepreneurs and professionals 

• Hot desk access for working alongside others 

 

The Wing (women-focused) 

URL: https://www.the-wing.com 

Description: Women-focused coworking and community spaces. 

How It Helps: 

• Networking events and workshops 

• Community of professional women 

• Mentorship opportunities 

 

Industrious 

URL: https://www.industriousoffice.com 

Description: Premium coworking spaces with professional communities. 

https://www.wework.com/solutions/on-demand
https://www.the-wing.com/
https://www.industriousoffice.com/


How It Helps: 

• Member networking events 

• Professional atmosphere for connections 

• Multiple US locations 

 

VIRTUAL NETWORKING TOOLS 

Hopin 

URL: https://hopin.com 

Description: Virtual and hybrid event platform hosting professional conferences and networking 
events. 

How It Helps: 

• Attend large-scale virtual conferences 

• Networking features like speed networking and breakout rooms 

• Industry-specific events 

 

Remo 

URL: https://remo.co 

Description: Virtual event platform with visual networking spaces. 

How It Helps: 

• Interactive floor plans for virtual networking 

• Table-based conversations (like a real event) 

• Great for virtual networking events 

 

Airmeet 

URL: https://www.airmeet.com 

Description: Virtual events platform with networking features. 

https://hopin.com/
https://remo.co/
https://www.airmeet.com/


How It Helps: 

• Speed networking features 

• Virtual booths and networking lounges 

• Used for career fairs and professional events 

 

JOB SEARCH PLATFORMS WITH NETWORKING FEATURES 

Hired 

URL: https://hired.com 

Description: Job matching platform where companies apply to you. 

How It Helps: 

• Connect directly with hiring managers 

• Transparent salary information 

• Tech-focused but expanding to other industries 

 

The Muse 

URL: https://www.themuse.com 

Description: Job search platform with company culture insights and career coaching. 

How It Helps: 

• Research companies before networking 

• Career coaching services 

• Company culture videos and employee stories 

 

Glassdoor 

URL: https://www.glassdoor.com 

Description: Company reviews and job search platform. 

How It Helps: 

https://hired.com/
https://www.themuse.com/
https://www.glassdoor.com/


• Research companies before networking events 

• Understand company culture 

• Connect with current employees through reviews 

 

AngelList (for startups) 

URL: https://www.angellist.com 

Description: Platform connecting job seekers with startups. 

How It Helps: 

• Direct connections with startup founders 

• Startup ecosystem networking 

• Tech and startup-focused roles 

 

INDUSTRY-SPECIFIC PLATFORMS 

GitHub (for developers) 

URL: https://github.com 

Description: Code repository and developer community. 

How It Helps: 

• Showcase your work 

• Contribute to open source projects 

• Connect with other developers 

• Many companies recruit directly from GitHub 

 

Behance (for creatives) 

URL: https://www.behance.net 

Description: Portfolio platform for creative professionals. 

How It Helps: 

https://www.angellist.com/
https://github.com/
https://www.behance.net/


• Showcase your work 

• Connect with other creatives 

• Get discovered by companies and recruiters 

 

Dribbble (for designers) 

URL: https://dribbble.com 

Description: Community for designers to showcase work and connect. 

How It Helps: 

• Portfolio showcase 

• Job board 

• Designer community and networking 

 

Stack Overflow (for developers) 

URL: https://stackoverflow.com 

Description: Q&A community for programmers. 

How It Helps: 

• Build reputation by helping others 

• Connect with developers 

• Job board with developer-focused roles 

 

Spiceworks (for IT professionals) 

URL: https://www.spiceworks.com 

Description: Community and tools for IT professionals. 

How It Helps: 

• IT professional community 

• Networking and knowledge sharing 

https://dribbble.com/
https://stackoverflow.com/
https://www.spiceworks.com/


• Job opportunities 

 

LOCAL CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE 

U.S. Chamber of Commerce - Local Chamber Finder 

URL: https://www.uschamber.com/co/chambers 

Description: Directory to find your local chamber of commerce. 

How It Helps: 

• Local business networking events 

• Community connections 

• Small business support 

• Monthly networking mixers 

Best For: Entrepreneurs, small business owners, local community networking 

 

TIPS FOR MAXIMIZING THESE RESOURCES 

Start Small 

• Choose 2-3 platforms that align with your industry and goals 

• Attend one event per week or every other week 

• Quality over quantity 

Be Consistent 

• Regular attendance builds relationships 

• People remember faces they see repeatedly 

• Consistency compounds over time 

Follow Up 

• Connect on LinkedIn within 48 hours 

• Reference your conversation 

• Offer value, not just asks 

https://www.uschamber.com/co/chambers


Give Before You Get 

• Share resources 

• Make introductions 

• Offer your expertise 

• Networking is reciprocal 

Track Your Networking 

• Keep a simple spreadsheet of events attended 

• Note connections made and follow-ups needed 

• Review monthly to see patterns and results 

 

QUICK START ACTION PLAN 

Week 1: 

1. Create/update your LinkedIn profile 

2. Search Meetup.com and Eventbrite for 3 events in your industry 

3. Join one professional association relevant to your field 

Week 2: 
4. Attend your first networking event (virtual or in-person) 
5. Connect with 3 people you meet on LinkedIn 
6. Sign up for LinkedIn Events alerts 

Week 3: 
7. Attend a second event (different platform or group) 
8. Follow up with connections from Week 2 
9. Join an online community (Fishbowl, industry-specific forum) 

Week 4: 
10. Reflect on which events felt most valuable 
11. Commit to regular attendance at 1-2 groups 
12. Offer to help someone you’ve met 

 

  

http://meetup.com/


REMEMBER 

Networking is not about collecting business cards or LinkedIn connections. It’s about building 
genuine relationships with people who share your professional interests and values. 

The best networkers: 

• Show up consistently 

• Listen more than they talk 

• Offer help without expecting immediate returns 

• Follow up and stay in touch 

• Are genuinely curious about others 

Your next opportunity is waiting in a conversation you haven’t had yet. Start showing up! 

 


